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bers, perfect where two men exist, perfect where
there is only one man.

Every man's nature is a sufficient advertise-
ment to him of the character of his fellows. My
right and my wrong is  their right and their
wrong. Whilst I do what is fit for me, and ab-
stain from what is unfit, my neighbour and I
shall often agree in our means and work together
for a time to one end. But whenever I find my
dominion over myself not sufficient for me, and
undertake the direction of him also, I overstep the
truth, and come into false relations to him. I
may have so much more skill or strength than he
that he cannot express adequately his sense of
wrong, but it is a lie, and hurts like a lie bath
him and me. Love and nature cannot maintain
the assumption; it must be executed by a practical
lie, namely, by force. This undertaking for an-
other is the blunder which stands In colossal ugli-
ness In the governments of the world. It Is the
same thing in numbers, as in a pair, only not
quite so intelligible. I can see well enough a great
difference between my setting myself down to a
self-control, and my going to make somebody else
act after my views; but when a quarter of the
human race assume to tell me what I must do,
I may be too much disturbed by the circumstances
to see so clearly the absurdity of their command.
Therefore all public ends look vague and quixotic